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ALICE SPRINGS • 9-18 SEPTEMBER

Desert Song Festival invites you  
to Central Australia this September  

to experience the unique story  
of human occupation,  
resilience and culture.

DESERTSONG.COM.AUDESERTSONGCENTRALAUSTRALIA DESERTSONGFESTIVAL

2022 PROGRAM



FRIDAY 6 SeptemberFRIDAY 09 September

3pm-6pm
THE BUZZ! 
Gather and relax with fellow artists and locals 
at the City Centre Festival Hub. There’ll be lots 
happening: music, jamming, drumming. Help 
build the vibe to the opening night.
Todd Mall, Alice Springs.
$ Free Event

5.30pm
‘THE CLIMATE CARAVAN’ PARADE OF 
PERFORMERS
Choirs and festivalgoers, singers and musicians 
ignite Todd Mall with sound, colour and harmony 
in creative movement towards the Flynn Lawns 
for ‘Aperture’ the festival opening event.
Todd Mall, Alice Springs.
$ Free Event

6pm
APERTURE 
A cultural Smorgasbord showcasing the Festival 
theme ‘Our Climate, Our Planet, Our Future’. On 
display will be the skill of the gathering choirs 
and musicians, the cultures, land and languages, 
as festival performers give a taste of what is to 
come over the next ten days in the Desert Heart 
of Australia.
Todd Mall, Alice Springs.
$ Free Event

7.30pm-11.30pm
FESTIVAL CLUB at Yaye’s Café
Find yourself amongst DSF’s finest acts at Yaye’s 
Café: excellent food, great music and the usual 
good-humoured atmosphere. Tonight, Andy 
Sorenson band and friends and much more.
Yaye’s Café, Araluen Arts Centre,  
61 Larapinta Drive Araluen 
$15 Entry

OUR FUTURE
OUR PLANET
OUR CLIMATE
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SATURDAY10 September
10.30am 
PICNIC DAY AT WHITE GUMS
Connect to country and to the NIMA Award-
winning Central Australian Aboriginal Women’s 
Choir. Watch them paint, make bush medicine and 
cook traditional Central Australian bush tucker. 
Indulge in Vibrational Yoga, music, bush walks, 
good food and so much more.
White Gums, 274 Bullen Road
Site Entry: $10 Adult/$20 Family

5.30pm
‘DESERT VOICE’ AT WHITE GUMS
As the sun sets on Tjoritja/West MacDonnell Range 
revealing the magic of the Milky Way, soothe your 
soul with the sounds of choirs from Central Australia 
and interstate and from musicians from across the 
globe at the signature choral concert of the 2022 
festival. Featuring the Central Australian Aboriginal 
Women’s Choir, St Paul’s African Choir, Guwanbal 
Gurruwiwi, Q, and much more!
White Gums, 274 Bullen Road
$30 Adult/$15 Concession/$10 Child/$70 Family
Bookings: https://www.trybooking.com/BXWIK 

8pm
‘SPINIFEX GUM’ IN CONCERT Presented by Marliya Choir
Spinifex Gum is a musical collaboration between the Cat Empire’s Felix Riebl and Ollie McGill and 
Marliya Choir - an all-female, all-indigenous group from Cairns, conducted by Lyn Williams AM and 
choreographed by Deborah Brown. The ensemble has performed at International Arts and Music 
Festivals across Australia to smiles, tears and standing ovations. Part protest, part celebration, 
Spinifex Gum is a deeply affecting musical experience. It has the power to disarm and inspire.
Araluen Theatre, 61 Larapinta Drive Araluen 
$45 Adult/$25 Concession, student/$15 Child/$100 Family
Booking: https://tinyurl.com/mtyw3dpd 

7.30pm-11.30pm
FESTIVAL CLUB at Yaye’s Café
Find yourself amongst DSF’s finest acts at Yaye’s Café: excellent food, great music and the 
usual good-humoured DSF atmosphere. Tonight, Kemi Ogendi, Katie Harder, the Artful Dodgers, 
Bronwyn Calcutt and June Mills.
Yaye’s Café, Araluen Arts Centre, 61 Larapinta Drive Araluen 
$15 Entry
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SUNDAY 8 SeptemberSUNDAY11 September

2pm
‘PENTATONIC’
A feast of musical virtuosity! 
Pentatonic is an eagerly anticipated 
favourite of DSF. This promenade 
concert in five iconic heritage 
venues: the Stuart Town Gaol, the 
Old Law Courts, Flynn Memorial 
Uniting Church, the Hartley St 
Schoolroom and The Residency, 
features the Arafura Music 
Collective, Q, Koné and Belbachir. 
Complimentary canapés to finish. 
The Stuart Town Gaol,  
8 Parsons St, Alice Springs.
$35 Adult/$20 Concession, 
students and children/$80 Family
Booking:  
https://www.trybooking.com/BXVXN

DESERTSONGCENTRALAUSTRALIA



SUNDAY11 September

DESERTSONGFESTIVAL

5.15pm 
‘SACRED SONG’ 
‘Sacred Song’ celebrates sacred music across 
the world – local and visiting communities: 
sacred music from Tonga, Africa, Pitjantjatjara, 
Western Arrarnta, Kirtan, Christian traditions 
and others. Have a picnic on the lawn and 
experience the moving music of local faith 
communities as the sun sets on another 
beautiful Centralian Spring day.
Flynn Church Lawns, Todd Mall,  
Alice Springs.
$ Free Event



• The Climate and Land Symposium
• The DSF Youth Program
• Midday in the Mall
• The Schools Program 
• Remote Communities Visits
• Choral Workshops 

DAYTIME SUMMARY

WEEKLY ROUND UP

DESERTSONGCENTRALAUSTRALIA



WEEKDAY EVENTS

Monday 12 - Friday 16 September
10am
‘Climate and Land’:  
A DSF 2022 Symposium
An unprecedented Arts/Science 
collaboration bringing together scientific 
practice and distilled First Nations 
wisdom garnered over 60,000 years 
of occupation. First Nations specialists 
and Australian Climate Science experts 
along with international colleagues via 
Zoom will contribute their cumulative 
knowledge together with up to 25 
experts to be shared with in-situ 
and remote audiences. The intrinsic 
value and opportunity for a genuine 
interaction between climate science 
and the arts at this cutting-edge festival 
will be  extraordinary. The Symposium 
will inform, inspire and motivate 
festival artists and audience alike, with 
knowledge and actions toward a safe 
and sustainable climate for our planet, 
ultimately stoking the passion and hopes 
of the youth and their concern for the 
planet, its climate, its future and theirs.

Monday 12 - Friday 16 September
10am
DSF 2022 Youth Program
Engaging alienated youth in Alice 
Springs. Group fitness, personal training, 
Theatre games, Outdoor and adventure-
based learning, Team building, Music-
making, Song writing, Rapping, and 
Performance. A program promoting 
healthy choices that impact positively on 
body, mind, and spirit and encouraging 
the Youth (inheritors of a 60,000-year 
heritage of caring for the ‘country’), to 
draw on the wisdom of their elders.

Monday 12 - Friday 16 September  
12noon to 2pm
Midday in the Mall
Five days of Pop-up performances by 
Choirs and Musicians, both local and 
visiting, Drumming, Yoga, a choral 
Masterclass on ‘The Climate Caravan’ 
performances, involving festival artists 
and the midday crowd.

Monday 12 and Wednesday 14 September  
8pm
Meditation in the Mall
Under the stunning lighting effects 
incorporating patterns, colours and 
Arrernte words, experience the calming 
effect of a guided meditation under 
the direction of international instructor 
Sunshine Zerda together with live 
looping electric violin improvisations by 
international performing artist QVLN.

Monday 12 to Friday 16 September

DESERTSONGFESTIVAL
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MONDAY 12 September
8.30am - 5.30pm 
NTARIA/HERMANNSBURG  
CULTURAL VISIT
Immerse yourself in ancient and contemporary Indigenous 
Art, Culture and Language at Ntaria/Hermannsburg, 
the location of thousands of years of occupation by the 
Western Arrarnta people and the oldest post-settlement 
town in the Northern Territory. Ntaria is the birthplace 
of the iconic artist Albert Namatjira and the home of the 
celebrated Hermannsburg Potters.

This tour to Ntaria includes comfortable transport, 
morning tea - the best Apple Strudel in Central Australia, 
lunch, Precinct tour, Heritage Lecture by local archivist 
and a short performance by the Ntaria Ladies’ Choir.
Hermannsburg Historic Precinct 
‘A’ package includes roast chicken salad lunch: $85
‘B’ package includes sandwich lunch: $75

Booking: https://www.trybooking.com/BXWCJ 

10am
CLIMATE AND LAND : A DSF SYMPOSIUM
An unprecedented Arts/Science collaboration bringing 
together scientific practice and distilled First Nations 
wisdom garnered over 60,000 years of occupation. 
Climate Scientists and Indigenous Knowledge-keepers 
will collaborate to present a cutting-edge festival, 
fostering a genuine interaction between Climate 
Science and the Arts. The Symposium will inform, inspire 
and motivate festival artists and audience alike, with 
knowledge and actions toward a safe and sustainable 
climate for our planet, ultimately igniting the passion and 
hopes of festivalgoers and their concern for the planet, 
its climate, its future and theirs. Registration is essential!
Witchetty’s, Araluen Cultural Precinct
$ Free Event
Registration: https://www.trybooking.com/BXWEY 

OUR FUTURE
OUR PLANET
OUR CLIMATE
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MONDAY12 September
12noon to 2pm
MIDDAY IN THE MALL - DRUMMING
Five days of Pop-up performances by Choirs and 
Musicians, both local and visiting. Drumming, 
Yoga, a choral Masterclass for everyone and 
much more! Today: DRUMMING
Flynn Church Lawns, Todd Mall,  
Alice Springs
$ Free Event

7.30pm 
THE FESTIVAL RECITAL
Desert Song Festival is delighted to welcome 
Melbourne pianist and composer Stefan 
Cassomenos and Monica Curro Assistant 
Principal Violin-MSO to its stages for the 
first time for an exciting program of recitals 
and other performances. Tonight, Stefan 
and Monica present a selection of works 
from their prodigious repertoire including 
Beethoven, Rachmaninoff, Debussy, Ravel, Hugh 
Crosthwaite, Sally Greenaway and more.
Centralian Senior College Theatrette  
24 Grevillea Drive, Sadadeen
$35 Adult / $20 Concession / $15 Child /  
$80 Family
Booking: https://www.trybooking.com/CBMAW

DESERTSONGFESTIVAL

8pm
MEDITATION IN THE MALL
Under the stunning lighting effects 
incorporating patterns, colours and Arrernte 
words, experience the calming effect of 
a guided meditation under the direction 
of international instructor Sunshine Zerda 
together with live looping electric violin 
improvisations by international performing 
artist QVLN.
Todd Mall, Alice Springs
$ Free Event



“Cassomenos is one of those now 
rare artists whose composure 
does not display the need 
for attention. Hardly has any 
pianist of our time played so 
calmly, soberly, absorbedly, 
and as unpretentiously as does 
Cassomenos.” 
– Tonhalle Magazine, 2015

“A pianist of great passion 
and power… considerable 
pianistic virtuosity… high-octane 
intensity, drive, and forward 
momentum” 
– artsHub, 2013

It has been our dream for some time to 
welcome Melbourne pianist and composer 
Stefan Cassomenos and Monica Curro 
Assistant Principal Violin - Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestra, to the Desert Song 
Festival. We are delighted to present 
these talented musicians to our audiences 
for an exciting program of recitals and 
other performances.  Stefan and Monica 
will be presenting a selection of works 
from their prodigious repertoire.

Violinist Monica Curro has been 
Assistant Principal 2nd Violin of the 
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra since 
1998. Previously a core member of 
the Australian Chamber Orchestra, 
Monica has played with the World Peace 
Orchestra, the Australian World Orchestra, 
the Sydney Symphony Orchestra, the 
Queensland Symphony Orchestra, 
the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra, 
and Guest Concertmaster of the West 
Australian Symphony Orchestra and the 
Auckland Chamber Orchestra. Together 
with Stefan, she is joint Artistic Director of 
the Port Fairy Spring Music Festival and a 
founding member of acclaimed ensemble 
PLEXUS, which since launching in 2014 
has commissioned and premiered more 
than 110 new works. Monica is also Artistic 
Director of the annual Women in Music 
Festival in Melbourne. 

CASSOMENOS AND CURRO Highlight
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CASSOMENOS AND CURRO Highlight

 

The Festival Recital
Monday 12 September, 7.30pm
Centralian Senior College Theatrette,  
24 Grevillea Drive, Sadadeen
Booking:  
https://www.trybooking.com/CBMAW

The MALA TRIO
Saturday 17 September, 7.30pm
Desert Song Festival Concert Hall
Araluen Arts Centre,  
61 Larapinta Drive  
Araluen 

                        Booking:

Plan to be in the audience for their principal performances:

DESERTSONGFESTIVAL



TUESDAY13 September
10am
CLIMATE AND LAND : A DSF SYMPOSIUM
DAY 2
An unprecedented Arts/Science collaboration 
bringing together scientific practice and distilled 
First Nations wisdom garnered over 60,000 
years of occupation. Climate Scientists and 
Indigenous Knowledge-keepers will collaborate  
to present a cutting-edge festival, fostering a 
genuine interaction between Climate Science 
and the Arts. The Symposium will inform, inspire 
and motivate festival artists and audience alike, 
with knowledge and actions toward a safe and 
sustainable climate for our planet, ultimately 
igniting the passion and hopes of festivalgoers 
and their concern for the planet, its climate, its 
future and theirs.
Registration is essential!
Witchetty’s, Araluen Cultural Precinct
$ Free Event
Registration: https://www.trybooking.com/BXWEY 

12noon to 2pm
MIDDAY IN THE MALL - YOGA
Five days of Pop-up performances by Choirs and 
Musicians, both local and visiting. Drumming, 
Yoga, a choral Masterclass for everyone and 
much more! Today: YOGA
Flynn Church Lawns, Todd Mall,  
Alice Springs
$ Free Event

5pm to 6pm
THE CHORAL WORKSHOPS No.1
The first of three memorable choral workshops 
with Morris Stuart and directors of visiting choirs. 
A choral hors d’oeuvres for your dinner! Be part 
of The Climate Caravan and ‘A cappella in the 
Gorge’ performances.
Hartley St Schoolroom  
39 Hartley St, Alice Springs
$ Free Event

OUR FUTURE
OUR PLANET
OUR CLIMATE
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TUESDAY 13 September
7.30pm
FROM THE DESERT TO THE  
ARAFURA SEA
The festival’s intercultural musical collaboration 
featuring The Central Australian Aboriginal 
Women’s Choir, the Arafura Music Collective 
from Darwin, Jason Guwanbal Gurruwiwi the 
Yolngu Vocalist and Netanela Mizrahi violinist 
and composer as the principal artists.
Booking essential!
Centralian Senior College Theatrette, 
Grevillea Drive, Alice Springs.
$35 Adult/$25 Concession/$15 Child/ 
$80 Family. 
Booking: https://www.trybooking.com/BXVWN 

DESERTSONGFESTIVAL



WEDNESDAY14 September
10am
CLIMATE AND LAND : A DSF SYMPOSIUM
DAY 3
An unprecedented Arts/Science collaboration 
bringing together scientific practice and distilled 
First Nations wisdom garnered over 60,000 
years of occupation. Climate Scientists and 
Indigenous Knowledge-keepers will collaborate  
to present a cutting-edge festival, fostering a 
genuine interaction between Climate Science 
and the Arts. The Symposium will inform, inspire 
and motivate festival artists and audience alike, 
with knowledge and actions toward a safe and 
sustainable climate for our planet, ultimately 
igniting the passion and hopes of festivalgoers 
and their concern for the planet, its climate, its 
future and theirs.
Registration is essential!
Witchetty’s, Araluen Cultural Precinct
$ Free Event
Registration: https://www.trybooking.com/BXWEY

12noon to 2pm
MIDDAY IN THE MALL
A choral ‘Big Sing’ on ‘The Climate Caravan’ 
performances, involving festival artists, choirs and 
the midday crowd.
Flynn Church Lawns, Todd Mall,  
Alice Springs
$ Free Event

DESERTSONGCENTRALAUSTRALIA
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WEDNESDAY 14 September

Pull out

5pm to 6pm
THE CHORAL WORKSHOPS No.2
The second of three memorable choral 
workshops with Morris Stuart and directors 
of visiting choirs. A choral hors d’oeuvres 
for your dinner! Be part of The Climate 
Caravan and ‘A cappella in the Gorge’ 
performances.
Hartley St Schoolroom  
39 Hartley St, Alice Springs
$ Free Event

DESERTSONGFESTIVAL

8pm
MEDITATION IN THE MALL
Under the stunning lighting effects 
incorporating patterns, colours and 
Arrernte words, experience the 
calming effect of a guided meditation 
under the direction of international 
instructor Sunshine Zerda together 
with live looping electric violin 
improvisations by international 
performing artist QVLN.
Todd Mall, Alice Springs
$ Free Event



THURSDAY15 September
10am
CLIMATE AND LAND : A DSF SYMPOSIUM
DAY 4
An unprecedented Arts/Science collaboration 
bringing together scientific practice and distilled 
First Nations wisdom garnered over 60,000 
years of occupation. Climate Scientists and 
Indigenous Knowledge-keepers will collaborate  
to present a cutting-edge festival, fostering a 
genuine interaction between Climate Science 
and the Arts. The Symposium will inform, inspire 
and motivate festival artists and audience alike, 
with knowledge and actions toward a safe and 
sustainable climate for our planet, ultimately 
igniting the passion and hopes of festivalgoers 
and their concern for the planet, its climate, its 
future and theirs.
Registration is essential!
Witchetty’s, Araluen Cultural Precinct
$ Free Event
Registration: https://www.trybooking.com/BXWEY

12noon to 2pm
MIDDAY IN THE MALL
Midday Q&A with Festival Director and Panel: 
Soundtrack for a Revolution.
Flynn Church Lawns, Todd Mall,  
Alice Springs
$ Free Event

4pm to 5pm
THE CHORAL WORKSHOPS No.3
The final of three memorable choral 
workshops with directors of visiting choirs. 
A choral hors d’oeuvres for your dinner! 
Be a part of The Climate Caravan and ‘A 
cappella in the Gorge’ performances.
Hartley St Schoolroom  
39 Hartley St, Alice Springs
$ Free Event

OUR FUTURE
OUR PLANET
OUR CLIMATE
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THURSDAY 15 September
6pm

UNDER THE SOUTHERN CROSS
THE CLIMATE CARAVAN AT THE EARTH SANCTUARY
featuring SHANE HOWARD the founder of the iconic band, 
Goanna, for an amazing solo concert appearance.

DESERTSONGFESTIVAL

Experience the first of two memorable nights 
in one of the best locations on earth to view 
the night sky at Central Australia’s Earth 
Sanctuary. 

Artists, musicians, choirs, climate scientists 
and Indigenous Knowledge-keepers will 
share in a very special evening under 
the Southern Cross to participate in an 
interactive musical and artistic experience. 
Examine the night sky through three 
powerful telescopes, lie in the sand, nestle 
in your swag, rug pulled up to your chin, 
eyes focused on the night sky in one of 
the best places on the planet to view our 
Galaxy and surrender as you allow yourself 
to be transported by music inspired by the 
Celestial dome.
Earth Sanctuary World Nature Centre
Lot 4005 Colonel Rose Dr, Alice Springs

$75  Adults • Both Nights Ages 15+
$60 Concessions • Both Nights
$150 Families • Both Nights
Free Children • Ages 14 and Under

$45 Adults • One Night Ages 15+
$30 Concessions • One Night
$90 Families • One Night
Free Children • Ages 14 and Under

https://tinyurl.com/y8bcmmmh



FRIDAY 16 September
8.30am - 5.30pm 
NTARIA/HERMANNSBURG  
CULTURAL VISIT
Immerse yourself in ancient and contemporary 
Indigenous Art, Culture and Language at Ntaria/
Hermannsburg, the location of thousands of years 
of occupation by the Western Arrarnta people and 
the oldest post-settlement town in the Northern 
Territory. Ntaria is the birthplace of the iconic artist 
Albert Namatjira and the home of the celebrated 
Hermannsburg Potters.

This tour to Ntaria includes comfortable transport, 
morning tea - the best Apple Strudel in Central 
Australia, lunch, Precinct tour, Heritage Lecture 
by local archivist and a short performance by the 
Ntaria Ladies’ Choir.
Hermannsburg Historic Precinct 
‘A’ package includes roast chicken salad lunch: $85
‘B’ package includes sandwich lunch: $75

Booking: https://www.trybooking.com/BXWCJ 

10am - 3pm
THE FESTIVAL CHOIRS WORKSHOP
A choral workshop like you’ve never ever 
experienced. Spend a day with the Festival choirs. 
Open to singers, visiting choirs, local choirs and 
school choirs. BYO lunch. It is essential to register 
yourself or your choir to attend.
Alice Springs Anglican Church, 18 Bath St, 
Alice Springs
$ Free Event
Registration: https://www.trybooking.com/BXVYA

DESERTSONGCENTRALAUSTRALIA



FRIDAY 16 September

Banner

10am
CLIMATE AND LAND : A DSF SYMPOSIUM
DAY 5
An unprecedented Arts/Science collaboration 
bringing together scientific practice and distilled 
First Nations wisdom garnered over 60,000 years 
of occupation. Climate Scientists and Indigenous 
Knowledge-keepers will collaborate to present a 
cutting-edge festival, fostering a genuine interaction 
between Climate Science and the Arts. The 
Symposium will inform, inspire and motivate festival 
artists and audience alike, with knowledge and 
actions toward a safe and sustainable climate for 
our planet, ultimately igniting the passion and hopes 
of festivalgoers and their concern for the planet, its 
climate, its future and theirs. Registration is essential!
Witchetty’s, Araluen Cultural Precinct
$ Free Event
Registration: https://www.trybooking.com/BXWEY

12noon to 2pm
MIDDAY IN THE MALL
Five days of Pop-up performances by Choirs and 
Musicians, both local and visiting. Drumming, Yoga, 
a choral Masterclass for everyone and much more!  
Today: A showcase of local artists and musicians, 
singer/songwriters and school groups.
Flynn Church Lawns, Todd Mall, Alice Springs
$ Free Event

OUR FUTURE
OUR PLANET
OUR CLIMATE
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FRIDAY 16 September

Experience the second of two memorable 
nights in one of the best locations on earth to 
view the night sky at Central Australia’s Earth 
Sanctuary. 

Artists, musicians, choirs, climate scientists 
and Indigenous Knowledge-keepers will 
share in a very special evening under 
the Southern Cross to participate in an 
interactive musical and artistic experience: a 
structured improvised work that will draw on 
the wisdom and culture of 60,000 years of 
First Nations occupation of Central Australia.

Examine the night sky through three 
powerful telescopes, lie in the sand, nestle 
in your swag, rug pulled up to your chin, 
eyes focused on the night sky in one of 
the best places on the planet to view our 
Galaxy and surrender as you allow yourself 
to be transported by music inspired by the 
Celestial dome.
Earth Sanctuary World Nature Centre
Lot 4005 Colonel Rose Dr, Alice Springs

$75    Adults • Both Nights Ages 15+
$60 Concessions • Both Nights
$150 Families • Both Nights
Free Children • Ages 14 and Under

$45 Adults • One Night Ages 15+
$30 Concessions • One Night
$90 Families • One Night
Free Children • Ages 14 and Under
Booking: https://tinyurl.com/y8bcmmmh

6pm
UNDER THE SOUTHERN CROSS :
THE CLIMATE CARAVAN AT THE 
EARTH SANCTUARY

DESERTSONGCENTRALAUSTRALIA



FRIDAY 16 September

DESERTSONGFESTIVAL

6pm ‘til late
VIBRATOFEST @ Ilwempe Ilwempe 
Car pool, bring your picnic, your chair 
and enjoy the beautiful Ilwempe 
Ilwempe (White Gums) by Honeymoon 
Gap. Enjoy The Williams Family, 
BEN ELY (Regurgitator), Eric Avery, 
Ceenah, Dave Crowe, Stephanie 
Harrison, Emma, Ellah, Sienna and 
Edward Gould presenting the usual 
edgy, exceptional musicianship that 
this Desert Song Festival event has 
become known for.

Ilwempe Ilwempe (White Gums) by 
Honeymoon Gap

$20 ($25 at the Door)

Booking:  
https://www.trybooking.com/CBQBJ 



SATURDAY 17 September
7.30pm
DESERT SONG FESTIVAL CONCERT HALL
Presenting THE MALA TRIO - Concert pianist 
Stefan Cassomenos, Monica Curro Assistant 
Principal Violin-MSO and Jonathan Tooby 
Cellist and Conductor  - Darwin Symphony 
Orchestra, in a scintillating program of HAYDN 
(Trio No 45 in E-flat major, Hob XV:29) KATS-
CHERNIN (Calliope Dreaming - 2008), and 
MENDELSSOHN (Trio No 1 in d minor, Op 49). The 
‘Concert Hall’ will also feature the Arafura Music 
Collective and other Festival Artists. A ‘not to be 
missed’ classical extravaganza.
Franz Josef “Papa” Haydn is universally regarded 
as the father of the piano trio, the string quartet and 
the symphony, and was an important mentor to both 
Mozart and Beethoven. The Mala Trio presents the 
last of his 45 piano trios, followed by Elena Kats-
Chernin’s Calliope Dreaming, inspired by Haydn’s 
44th Symphony, steam whistles, and the muse 
of epic poetry. The Piano Trio no.1 in d minor was 
praised by Schumann as “the master-trio of our 
time” and endures as one of Mendelssohn’s most 
often performed and loved works.
Araluen Theatre, 61 Larapinta Drive Araluen 
$40 Adult /  
$30 each for a group of 10 or more 
$105 Family /  
$22.50 DSF Festival Artist,  
Concession, Student, Child
Booking: https://tinyurl.com/339c9f3e

7.30pm-11.30pm
FESTIVAL CLUB at Yaye’s Café
Find yourself amongst DSF’s finest acts at Yaye’s 
Café: excellent food, great music and the usual 
good-humoured DSF atmosphere. Tonight, Gleny 
Rae and Ceenah, Melbourne Choir ‘So Here We Are’ 
and other Festival Artists. This Final FESTIVAL CLUB 
promises to be quite a party!
Yaye’s Café, Araluen Arts Centre,  
61 Larapinta Drive Araluen 
$15 Entry

DESERTSONGCENTRALAUSTRALIA



SUNDAY18 September

DESERTSONGFESTIVAL

ORMISTON DAY OUT &
A CAPPELLA IN THE GORGE
11.30am
MUSIC IN THE PARK 
Featuring Melbourne Choir, ‘So Here We 
Are’, The Arafura Music Collective and 
Festival Artists.

3.45pm
A CAPPELLA IN THE GORGE
Take a plunge in the icy waters of Ormiston 
Gorge at ‘A cappella in the Gorge’ – the 
Festival-ending outdoor concert set against 
this Majestic Central Australian backdrop. 
Featuring local and visiting choirs and 
musicians, the Central Australian Aboriginal 
Women’s Choir and much more… This is one 
for the bucket list.
Ormiston Gorge, Mount Zeil
$ Free Event ($5 suggested donation)
Bus tickets to Ormiston Gorge:
https://www.trybooking.com/BXVII
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